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Overview of the Assessor's Office

Mission Statement

The Assessor Officeiscommitted to serving the citizens of Kitsap County by fairly and equitably ng property, setting
the levies based on those vaues, administering tax relief programs, as well asmaintaining al property tax related records,
and ensuring public accessto those records. It isaso our commitment to accomplish these mandated respongibilitiesin a
courteous, efficient and understandable manner.

The Assessor’s Role

Therole of the Assessor’ sofficeisto establish avauefor dl real & persond property for tax purposesand to maintain redl
and persona property tax records as required by RCW 84.40.030. The Assessor isrequired by law to set that value at
100% of market value and to assure that dl vaues are in equdization. The Assessor does not create market values.
Market valueisthe priceawilling buyer and seller would agreeto under ordinary circumstances. Thisdoes not mean that an
individud salewill automaticaly establish the value of aproperty. The Assessor uses datafrom thelocal red estate market
to determine assessed values.

Frequency of Valuation

State law (RCW 84.41.030 and 84.41.041) requires that the Assessor maintain a systematic revauation program. All
property in Kitsgp County is physicdly inspected at least once every Six years. |n addition, vaues are updated countywide
onanannud basisby daigticd andyss. If property in aparticular areaconsstently sellsfor more or lessthan the assessed
value, the assessment roll will be adjusted to reflect real estate market conditionsin that area. If the character of property
changes because of remodding, additions, subdivisons, etc., anew vaue is determined.

Appeal of Valuation

If you think an error has been made in the valuation of your property, call the Assessor’ soffice a (360) 337-7160 and talk
to an gppraiser. The gppraiser will examinethe vauation of your property and may initiate further review. If you are still not
satisfied, you may apped the va uation to the Kitsap County Board of Equadization (Phone (360) 337-4424). Appeal forms
must be submitted by July 1st, or within 30 days of the date the valuation notice was mailed.

The appeal process does not require an attorney. However, you are required to submit proof that the Assessor’ svalueis
incorrect. Y ou may examinethe salesused in the va uation process at any timeduring our norma businesshours. If you are
not satisfied with the decision by the Board of Equalization, you may then apped to the State Board of Tax Appedls.

Property Tax

The Assessor does not raise property valuesin order to increase taxes. The cost of providing public services determines
your property tax. Loca Government conssts of varioustaxing districtsinduding firedidricts, regiond library, cities, county
government, roads, ports, etc. A portion of thetax isdistributed to the state for local school support. Inaddition, taxesare
collected to pay for special voter-approved levies, such as school bonds and emergency medica levies. The Assessor sets
the levy rates based on taxing district budget requests and property values. Rates are expressed in dollars per thousand
dollars of assessed vaue. (continued on back)



Tax Limits

Property tax levies are subject to condtitutiond (1% of true and fair value) and statutory ($5.90 maximum combined levy
rate) limits. The levies of individud taxing ditricts with population over 10,000 cannot increase by more than the implicit
pricedeflator, unlessthelegidative authority passes aresolution of substantia need. Increasesdueto new congtruction and
theincreasein value of state assessed property are outside of the levy limit. Voter approved levies are not included in the
levy limitations.

Exemptions

There are saverd exemptions provided by sate law, including: Agriculturd Land, Timber Land, Open Space, Building
Additions, Destroyed Property, Senior Citizens, Disabled Persons, Non-Profit Organizations.

Available Information

A variety of public information is available for your ingpection at our front counter, induding:

Property characteristics . Property assessed value history
Property sales data . Taxpayer information
Taxing digtrict boundaries . Maps

Y ou may obtain acomputer printout or photocopy of any of thisinformation for asmall fee.

Important Phone Numbers

General Information...........cccceeueee. (360) 337-7160
From Banbridge ldand..........cccocovneeiinenee 842-2061
From OlalaArea........ccoevenenenininenns 851-4147
Jim Avery, ASSESSON ......ccccerereereeriesiennens 337-7160
Chief DEPULY.......coereereieieieiesie e 337-7084
Residential Property .........ocoeeeeeveeveeeeeeneeees 337-7160
Commercia Property.......ccccceeeveeereeceseennns 337-7090
Persona Business Property .......cceeeveeeenee. 337-7163
S. Citizen & Disabled Exemptions............... 337-4904
Other exemptions (NON-profit) ........c.cceeeenens 337-7091
Segregation Department ..........ccceveeceeeennens 337-7094
Current Use ASsesSment ........cceeveeeeeeeneeennne. 337-4528
(Agricultura, Timber & Open Space)
LEVY ANAYSL.....oeiveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s 337-7091
FAXC ettt 337-4874
Web ste address.................. www.kitsapgov.com/assr/

Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays.

For further information about any of the above topics, contact the Assessor’ s office at the above phone numbers
or at the following address:

Kitsap County Assessor’s Office
614 Division Street MS-22
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