
 
Executive Summary 
 
 
 

Issue Description:  Creation of the Park and Recreation Department within 
Title 10 of the County Code 

 

Meeting Date: August 12, 2009 

Attendees:   Park and Recreation Advisory Board Executive Officer(s) 

 Interim Director of Parks and Recreation Arvilla Ohlde 

Action Requested At This Meeting:  Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
to review and approve the public participation plan for master planning of the 
future Newberry Hill Heritage Park in Central Kitsap.  County parks staff would be 
encouraged to dedicate staff resources to a largely-internal master planning 
process in 2009-2010, culminating in a BOCC public hearing process in the Fall 
of 2010. 
 
Recommendation:  Approve the Public Participation Plan for the Newberry 

Hill Heritage Park 
 
Justification:  The existing Newberry Hill Heritage Park (280 acres), along with 
adjacent public acreage (1000 acres), lack a master plan for development and 
management despite numerous active and concerned parties.  The proposed 
public participation program will allow the County to be proactive in pursuing a 
balance of public interests for the future Heritage Park, i.e. planning for both 
conservation and recreation operations.  Effective public participation – involving 
existing users, an active stewardship group, and State grant requirements - will 
result in enhanced environmental stewardship, public access, and local 
recreation management. 
 
 
Alternatives:   

1. Not commit to a master planning process for Newberry Hill at this 
time, suggesting that additional land consolidation efforts in this area , 
existing County initiatives, and pursuing grant applications should take 
precedence.  This alternative could inhibit future planning processes and 
proactive management of the land and of public expectations. 

 
Background:   
Long range community planning efforts have resulted in strategic land 
acquisitions so to preserve the Chico Creek Watershed and to create an 
expanded Newberry Hill Heritage Park for Central Kitsap.  Through the 
“Newberry Hill Land Exchange” with the State Department of Natural Resources, 



approved by the County Board of Commissioners on May 13, 2009, the County 
took ownership of 520 acres of critical open space in this area, previously 
managed for State trust revenue (lumber).  Like the last remaining 250 acre 
parcel owned by the State – expected to be reconveyed to the County by 2012 - , 
this acreage has not been not programmed for conservation or recreation 
management. 
 
Attachments:  

1. Summary of Public Participation for Master Plan, Future Newberry Hill 
Heritage Park. 

2. Map, depicting future Newberry Hill Heritage Park, with existing – but not 
approved - trails 



Phase 1

Building the 
Framework

Goal: Engage the public and ex-
perts in  public recreation, ecological 
health, and relevant regulations to 
understand legal & policy require-
ments and assumptions
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Phase 3 

Fitting the 
Framework

Goal: Combine recreational & ecologi-
cal goals with the policy framework 

Phase 4

Formalizing a 
Master Plan

Goal: Submit to the PRAB & BOCC 
an adaptable master plan for the park 
balancing recreational uses & eco-
logical protection within an appropri-
ate policy framework

Mile-Phase 2 

Listening 
to the Land

Goal: Use observation and the best 
available science to understand the 
park’s ecology and existing/potential 
recreational uses

Future Newberry Hill Heritage Park 
Summary of Public Participation for Master Plan
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Kitsap County Parks and Recreation
360.337.5350 ph, 360.337.5385 fax
http://www.kitsapgov.com/parks/

614 Division Street, MS-1
Port Orchard, WA 98366

July 2009
Phase 1 land exchange complete; 
land open with signage posted “no 
vehicular access”

August 2009
Media announcements
Identify stakeholders for involvement
Bi-monthly public site walk (by appt.)

September 2009
Trail Planning Seminar, 9/12-15
     (Internat’l Mtn. Biking Assoc.)
Perform professional wetlands/
    sensitive areas delineation
Public Kickoff Meeting (TBD): 
    Overview of vision, goals, & policy
    assumptions, 1st public site walk    

October 2009
Technical Review Committee begins 3 
    month review of ecological health
    and regulatory issues re: park land
PRAB confi rms policy objectives &
    goals for process that serves as 
    baseline for future decisions 
   making (public mtg)
   

March 2010
Park staff begins drafting planning 
   document of planning future re-
   reational uses including entry/arrival
   areas, circulation patterns, use 
   areas, conservation areas with 
   passive uses, interpertive 
   opportunities, etc.

April 2010
PRAB public workshop refi nes draft 
   of planning document 
Bi-monthly public site walk (by appt.)

May 2010
Parks Staff respond with a draft   
    concept plan of proposed uses, 
    improvements, and conservation 
    strategies that promote a healthy 
    balance of recreational uses &  
    ecological protection within 
    appropriate policy guidelines
Bi-monthly public site walk (by appt.)

June 2010
Parks Staff release draft 
   concept plan for comment and 
   consultation with Technical 
   Review Cmet & Stakeholders 

July 2010
Public meeting to review draft plan
    and proposed policy language

August 2010
Final plan presented to Parks & 
    Recreation Advisory Board for 
    review & approval

September 2010
Final plan presented to BOCC for 
adoption

November 2009
Site investigation; review of best 
   available science by Technical 
   Review committee & stakeholders
Bi-monthly public site walk (by appt.)

January 2010
Technical Review Committee deli-
   vers report summarizing 
   ecological health & regulatory 
   issues on park land 
Public meeting to review of Tech. 
   Review Committee report 

February 2010
PRAB holds public workshop to 
   examine current & proposed 
   recreation uses in the park within 
   the context of ecological health &
   regulatory requirements
Bi-monthly public site walk (by appt.)

* Stakeholders group includes the Newberry Hill Heritage Park Stewardship Group    
PRAB: Kitsap County Parks & Recreation Advisory Board       BOCC: Kitsap County Board of County Commissioners
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Potential Stakeholders

Park users, including walkers, runners, bicyclists, horse riders, school classrooms
Newberry Hill community residents / Neighbors
Klahowya students
Klahowya Administration and Teacher
Central Kitsap School District
Central Kitsap Community Council
Clear Creek Task Force
Backcountry Horsemen, Olympic Chapter
The Mountaineers
Craig Ueland Tree Farm/Mining
Kitsap Rifl e and Revolver Club
Silverdale Water Company
Central Kitsap Fire District
Great Peninsula Conservancy
Port of Silverdale
Port of Bremerton
Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council
State Department of Natural Resources
State Department of Fish and Wildlife
State Recreation and Conservation Offi ce
Suquamish Tribe
Kitsap County Commissioners Offi ce
Kitsap County Department of Community Development: SEPA Offi cial, Natural Resources
Kitsap County Health District
Kitsap County Conservation DistrictD R A F T
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Newberry Hill Master Plan 
Public Process Outline

updated August 6, 2009

Kitsap County Parks and Recreation
360.337.5350 ph, 360.337.5385 fax
http://www.kitsapgov.com/parks/

614 Division Street, MS-1
Port Orchard, WA 98366
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Land to be "reconveyed" to the County by 2012
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Note
This is the existing Newberry Hill Heritage Park, undersized and not meeting County goal of 500-800 acres in size as buffer to Urban Growth Areas
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