
     Up to 7,000 acresé.yes, 

the zero is in the right 

place, 7,000 acres of prime 

forest, wetlands, and 

shoreline are available for 

purchase for conservation.  

In a deal that has been 5 

years in the making, Pope 

Resources signed an 

agreement with the non - 

profit Cascade Land 

Conservancy (CLC) giving 

them 18 months to come 

up with a down payment 

and/or financing to pay for 

the 7,000 acres of The 

Great Kitsap Forest and 

Bay Project.  

     The land is located 

around Port Gamble and 

includes nearly two miles 

of waterfront on Port 

Gamble Bay.   

     Pope Resources wants 

to get out of the timber 

business in this area for a 

variety of reasons.  After 

initial attempts to develop 

the land into 20 -acre 

parcels, Pope has spent 

the last several years 

negotiating with the 

county, the tribes, and 

others, to come up with 

an option for the 

property. The agreement 

was signed this month.   

     The Great Kitsap 

Forest and Bay Project  

is unique in that it brings 

many partners to the 

table including 

commercial interest, 

conservancy and trail 

groups, local government 

and both the Port Gamble 

SõKallam and Suquamish 

tribes.  

     The CLC has brought 

in their hard -hitting and 

creative VP Michelle 

Connor to bring this 

dream into reality.  

     Hundreds of people 

already use the land for a 

network of trails for 

recreational activity, 

courtesy of Pope 

Resources. According to 

president David Nunes, 

every time he leads a 

forestry tour he encounters 

folks on the trails. The 

prime forest is part of the 

first property acquired by 

Pope & Talbot in the 

1800s.  Although still 

productive and rich, other 

factors such as distance to 

the mills and encroaching 

population, have played a 

role in Popeõs decision to 

sell the land.  

     Both tribal Chairmen 

Forsman and Sullivan 

have worked hard on the 

team to create this option 

as an obligation to their 

ancestors, elders, youth 

and future generations. 

The conservation project 

will protect wildlife, 

valuable habitat, streams, 

water quality, wetlands as 

well as tidelands, while 

preserving open space for 

public use.  
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CAN WE PROTECT AND CONSERVE 7,000 ACRES OF PRIME  

FORESTLAND IN NORTH KITSAP?  

Project Partners  

Cascade Land Conservancy  

Great Peninsula 

Conservancy 

Hansville Greenway 

Association  

Hood Canal Coordinating 

Council  

Hood Canal Environmental 

Council  

Kitsap Audubon Society  

Kitsap Citizens for 

Responsible Planning  

Kitsap Conservation Voters  

Kitsap County  

Kitsap Peninsula Visitor & 

Convention Bureau  

North Kitsap Trails 

Association  

Pope Resources 

Port Gamble SõKlallam 

Tribe  

Suquamish Tribe  

Sustainable Kitsap  

West Sound Conservation 

Council  



October is Energy Awareness Month  

In Kitsap County  

      Kitsap County is working to reduce energy use and save taxpayer dollars as part of a 

cohesive effort to reduce the county government's energy consumption, improve energy 

efficiency and raise awareness about energy conservation. The BOCC voted 

unanimously to adopt an Energy Efficiency & Conservation Plan to meet the following 

goals for county facilities:  Reduce energy use 30% by 2020 compared to 2009, and 

Generate 10% of energy from renewable sources by 2020 compared to 2009.  

    Check out our website at www.kitsapgreen.org.  

Great Kitsap Forest & Bay Project is 

targeting four tracts for preservation 

(see map at left) including:  

Port Gamble Block ñ 4198 acres,  

including 1.5 miles of shoreline  

Divide Block ñ664 acres 

Hansville Block ñ1784 acres 

Heritage Park Expansion ñ366 acres 

 

How can you 

help?  

     This option was 

announced last week, 

so it is in the initial 

phase.  A great first step would be to 

become a member of or contribute to the 

Cascade Land Conservancy.  As they get 

the ball rolling on this very complex 

project, they will need help.  

     If you have ideas, expertise, dollars, 

or time to volunteer for this amazing 

project, please contact the conservancy: 

 Sandra Staples -Bortner, Chair, at 

 www.GreatKitsapForestBay.org,  

 info@greatpeninsula.org, or call  

 360-373-3500. 

   EFFICIENT,  ACCESSIBLE, and 

EFFECTIVE  

   The Board of County Commissioners conducts 

public meetings on the 2nd and 4th Monday of every month in 

�W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�V�·���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�����,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�J�H�Q�G�D�V��can 

be found on the county website at www.kitsapgov.com/boc.    

SAVE PETERSEN FARM 

UPDATE  

§   You can contribute to 

the campaign to save the 

farm by November 15 at 

www.greatpeninsula.org. 

$$ is needed to match the 

farm grant of $115,000.  


