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CHAPTER FOUR NATURAL SYSTEMS
________________________________________________________________

4.1 INTRODUCTION

The natural systems that exist within the Illahee community borders
are unique and major contributors to the character of the area. Two
large tracts of land have already been recognized for their unique
natural features and have been set aside as parks--Illahee State
Park and Kitsap County Illahee Preserve Heritage Park. The
natural features in these two parks include wetlands, streams,
riparian areas, bluffs, mature forests, snags, shorelines, ravines,
meadows, and wildlife corridors. Additionally, Rolling Hills Golf
Course provides a third large tract of land recognized and used
because of its natural and recreational features.

The park areas and golf course encompass just a portion of these
natural features, while the rest of Illahee is privately owned. The
limited development in much of this area is due primarily to these
natural systems, e.g., steep and unstable slopes, and secondly to a
semi-rural zoning prior to 1998. In spite of the 1998 urban rezone, a
major portion of the area has retained its open space character
because citizen groups within Illahee have worked hard to maintain
the natural systems and neighborhood characteristics.

The regulated natural systems located within the Illahee community
are: saltwater shorelines; streams; wetlands; frequently flooded
areas; aquifer recharge areas; geologically hazardous areas; and
fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. Each of these areas is
regulated or controlled in some way by Washington State and
Kitsap County regulations and ordinances. The aggregate of these
natural systems, each of which in its own way deters or, by law,
limits development, most often results in available open space. The
collective term for areas with regulated natural systems is critical
areas. Due to the vast amount of critical areas in the area, much of
Illahee is not a good candidate for the higher density zoning
associated with an urban designation. Alternatively, in areas of
Illahee where there are no or fewer critical areas (primarily in north
Illahee), urban densities are appropriate.

4.2 SALTWATER SHORELINES

The Illahee community contains 3 of the county’s 228 miles of
saltwater shorelines (Figure 4.1). The shoreline runs nearly due


