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CHAPTER EIGHT PRESERVATION of HISTORICAL
and

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
_______________________________________________________

8.1 Introduction

Under the Growth Management Act, counties must identify and
plan for Historic Preservation. This Illahee document is meant to
provide a framework for what constitutes a comprehensive historic
preservation plan that enhances and protects the value of this
community within Kitsap County.

8.2 Historic Preservation Planning

The Illahee Historic Preservation Plan provides Kitsap County a
working document to identify historic and cultural resources; to
consider the issues, problems, and opportunities associated with
those resources; to explore the possibility of county-wide and
regional approaches to management of important resources; and,
to develop goals, policies, and strategies for their appropriate use,
conservation, preservation, and protection that are consistent with
those established for other related comprehensive plan elements.

8.3 Illahee Community

Illahee, rich in history, will begin to tell the story of its past that
makes this community unique from other places. Identifying
physical reminders of the past creates a sense of place and
preserving these physical reminders instills civic pride and
community spirit.

Illahee

The community of Illahee is located approximately 6 miles north of
Bremerton and 12 miles due west of Seattle, on the particularly
charming Port Orchard Bay. It faces east, and the ground slopes
gently to the water’s edge in places where there are no steep bluffs.
Illahee, in Chinook Jargon, has been known as “Earth” or “Grassy
Land,” and a more recent translation of “Place of Rest.”
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Hattie’s Pond

The exact location of
Hattie’s Pond in Illahee
shall remain a secret at
the request of the family.
This beautiful, tranquil
work of art is Hattie’s
treasure. Hattie Luella
Elliott was born at Grand
Island, Nebraska, October
18, 1910. She married Erik

Gottfrid Engstrom, born at Bredared, Sweden,
February 21, 1892. He died of a heart attack
November 21, 1965, on the same property he came
to in 1904. Hattie and Erik have one daughter. This
original homestead containing Hattie’s Pond
remains an Illahee landmark.

The Homestead Inn - Palbitska House

Located in the center of town, by the Illahee Community Dock, The Homestead Inn was
in full operation in 1916. Ole Hanson
and Son, 316 Pike Street, Seattle,
Washington, began advertising
Illahee in a pamphlet as the summer
resort area akin to being in paradise.
In describing the Inn, the pamphlet
stated: “Eat a meal cooked by Mrs.
Earl Stark and you became a steady
boarder. Charges were very
reasonable. Parties desiring
accommodations wrote to her for
rates, etc., in care of Ole Hanson &
Son.”

In 1916, Illahee was described as
being designed by skilled landscape architects, tracts being arranged like theatre seats
with Puget Sound as the stage. Almost every tract had an unobstructed view of the
water and the mountains. It was here that boating, fishing, and bathing were centered.
Eventually, The Homestead Inn was sold, and it became the residence of the Palbitska
family in the early 1900s.


