
LIMITED AREAS OF MORE INTENSIVE RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (LAMIRDs) 

  
What are they? 

Existing rural areas characterized by more intensive development, 
yet are not areas of urban growth, nor are they to be the pattern of 
future rural development. 

  
Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 36.70A.070 
  
(5)  Rural element. Counties shall include a rural element including lands that are not designated 
for urban growth, agriculture, forest, or mineral resources. The following provisions shall apply to 
the rural element: 
  

(d)  Limited areas of more intensive rural development. Subject to the requirements of this 
subsection and except as otherwise specifically provided in this subsection (5)(d), the rural 
element may allow for limited areas of more intensive rural development, including 
necessary public facilities and public services to serve the limited area as follows: 

  
(i)  Rural development consisting of the infill, development, or redevelopment of 
existing commercial, industrial, residential, or mixed-use areas, whether characterized 
as shoreline development, villages, hamlets, rural activity centers, or crossroads 
developments. A commercial, industrial, residential, shoreline, or mixed-use area shall 
be subject to the requirements of(d)(iv) of this subsection, but shall not be subject to 
the requirements of(c)(ii) and (iii) of this subsection. An industrial area or an industrial 
use within a mixed-use area or an industrial area under this subsection (5)(d)(i) is not 
required to be principally designed to serve the existing and projected rural population; 
  
(ii)  The intensification of development on lots containing, or new development of, 
small-scale recreational or tourist uses, including commercial facilities to serve those 
recreational or tourist uses, that rely on a rural location and setting, but that do not 
include new residential development A small-scale recreation or tourist use is not 
required to be principally designed to serve the existing and projected rural population. 
Public services and public facilities shall be limited to those necessary to serve the 
recreation or tourist use and shall be provided in a manner that does not permit low-
density sprawl; 
  
(iii)  The intensification of development on lots containing isolated nonresidential uses 
or new development of isolated cottage industries and isolated small-scale businesses 
that are not principally designed to serve the existing and projected rural population 
and nonresidential uses, but do provide job opportunities for rural residents. Rural 
counties may allow the expansion of small-scale businesses as long as those small-
scale businesses conform with the rural character of the area as defined by the local 
government according to RCW 36.70A.030(14). Rural counties may also allow new 
small-scale businesses to utilize a site previously occupied by an existing business as 
long as the new small-scale business conforms to the rural character of the area as 
defined by the local government according to RCW 36.70A.030(14). Public services 
and public facilities shall be limited to those necessary to serve the isolated non-
residential use and shall be provided in a manner that does not permit low-density 
sprawl; 
 
  



(iv)  A county shall adopt measures to minimize and contain the existing areas or uses 
of more intensive rural development, as appropriate, authorized under this subsection. 
Lands included in such existing areas or uses shall not extend beyond the logical outer 
boundary of the existing area or use, thereby allowing a new pattern of low-density 
sprawl.  
 
Existing areas are those that are clearly identifiable and contained and where there is 
a logical boundary delineated predominately by the built environment, but that may 
also include undeveloped lands if limited as provided in this subsection. The county 
shall establish the logical outer boundary of an area of more intensive rural 
development.  
 
In establishing the logical outer boundary the county shall address  
 

(A)  the need to preserve the character of existing natural neighborhoods and 
communities,  

  
(B)  physical boundaries such as bodies of water, streets and highways, and land 

forms and contours, 
 

(C)  the prevention of abnormally irregular boundaries, and (D) the ability to 
provide public facilities and public services in a manner that does not permit 
low-density sprawl; 

 
(v)  For purposes of(d) of this subsection, an existing area or existing use is one that 
was in existence: 

 
 (A)  On July 1, 1990, in a county that was initially required to plan under all of the 
provisions of this chapter; 
  
(B)  On the date the county adopted a resolution under RCW 36.70A.040(2), in a 
county that is planning under all of the provisions of this chapter under RCW 
36.70A.040(2); or 
  
(C)  On the date the office of financial management certifies the county's 
population as provided in RCW 36.70A.040(5), in a county that is planning under 
all of the provisions of this chapter pursuant to RCW 36.70A.040(5).   . 

  
(e)  Exception. This subsection shall not be interpreted to permit in the rural area a major 
industrial development or a master planned resort unless otherwise specifically permitted 
under RCW 36.70A.360 and 36.70A.365. 
  

 


