
Neighborhood Street Section

STUDY AREA FOUR
Washington Blvd. NE.

STUDY AREA THREE
NE. 1st Street

STUDY AREA TWO
NW. E. Kingston Rd.

STUDY AREA ONE
NE Second ST. and Iowa Ave. NE.

The Downtown Kingston Master Plan for 2025 has been prepared to accommodate the goals and desires set 
forth by the citizens of the community.  The emphasis in the Master Plan is the integration of meaningful public 
open space as an agent to enhance the properties that comprise the downtown core.  Public spaces have been 
divided into categories which include park space for recreation, passive park areas adding a buffer and view 
corridors, community gathering spaces and streetscapes.  This effort will focus on the latter, and illustrate the 
potential urban infill elements that may be completed by 2025.  

Vehicular parking is a key factor in the vitality of any successful urban environment.  A properly designed 
streetscape plays a critical role in  accommodating both the car and the pedestrian.  The hierarchy of streetscape 
also becomes critical to regulating the scale and intensity of use of the public realm in which the street exists.  
For example, in the neighborhoods north of downtown,  planter, sidewalk and parking space are of a different 
scale than that of the downtown core.  The context which ties these together may include plant/tree type, paving 
patterns and linkages of signage and public art.  

The streetscapes have been divided into four types.

· Study Area One: The residential neighborhoods located in the "view bowl" north of downtown.
· Study Area Two: The promenade along W. Kingston Road leading to and from downtown.
· Study Area Three: The revised ferry loading and off-loading corridor.
· Study Area Four: A typical downtown streetscape indicating a more urbane consistency.

The ideas for the streetscapes have been developed to enhance density and livability, provide for organized 
public space, accommodate sustainable storm water discharge, and to enliven the downtown and supporting 
neighborhoods.  

In order to attain the growth or infill of the community, the parking code has been revised.  The parking revision 
takes into account a more user-friendly, flexible and sustainable approach for vehicles.  The parking code 
revision is a response to accommodating the Kingston Design Guidelines for urban infill and the proposed 
revision to allowable land use code.  The revisions are intended to enhance and preserve the modest scale and 
quaint qualities Kingston now enjoys.  The parking code revisions include the use of street parking woven into the 
streetscape design.  This paradigm shift will accommodate the parking requirements throughout the downtown 
core in a manner more consistent with traditional urban structure and less like suburban models used extensively 
throughout the latter half of the 20th century.  

The parking revisions are also a step in the right direction towards ecological and environmental sustainability.  
The streetscapes include rain gardens or modest storm water retention areas located in the planter strips.  These 
rain gardens are designed for run-off to be captured in discrete pockets of land and allowed to infiltrate over time.  
The rain gardens are a column of soil/s and strata that hold significant amounts of rain water which evaporates, 
infiltrates and irrigates all at the same time.  The rain gardens may also be used to reduce run off from paved 
surfaces acting in the similar manner as a bio-swale.   Street trees are included within the streetscape 
improvements and serve to shade the roads, parking and sidewalks.  This shading reduces the heat island effect 
significantly and ultimately lowers the rebound heat garnered during the day.  The lowering of the heat island 
effect will aid in the reduction of atmospheric heat gain.  Street trees will also oxygenate the atmosphere.

The parking revisions on the following page indicate the changes being proposed in order to aid in the 
environmental stewardship, economic enhancement, and experiential quality of the downtown core of Kingston.  
The parking changes proposed go hand-in-hand with a commitment from Kitsap County DCD to consistently 
monitor and test parking code changes in an effort to continually accommodate the goals and desires of the 
citizens of Kingston.  
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