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This ueek Department of Fish & wi ldl i fe analysts came to Port  Orchard
to br ief  county staff  and me on this study, They were respect ively
Mary Linders af ld Erik Neatherl in;  , f im Bolger and Paul Nelson.

rt  was a grood session. In br ief ,  most of t t re concerns expressed in my
25 December let tser to you have ei ther been recognized already and
ovefcome, remain to be dealt  with by whomever uses the WDFW product,
or are inval id.  what fol lows is part iculars about these themes. Bu1:
f i rst ,  r  was impressed by the competence and professional ism of
Linders and Neatherl in.  They're a crediE to their  Department.

w h a l  i t ' s  a b o u t - - T h e  p r o j e c t ' s  i n t e n t  i s ,  f i r s E ,  t o  p r . o v i d e  v e g e t a b i o n
maps (a forester woufd say t ! 'pe maps) in considerable detai l ,  across
t.he counE.y. augmentsed witsh already-mapped or already ident i f ied
f e a t u r e s  L i k e  s a l t  m a r s h e s ,  m u d f l a t s ,  a n d  c l i f f s ,  T h e r e  a r e  5
vegietat ion categories, ra ging from mahure forest through 3 other
forests categror ies tso gras s /  forb/bare .  There are land use classes and
cfasses relat ing to kinds of sLream channels,  k inds of marshes, a d so
o n .  P e r h a p s  2 0  c l a s s e s  a f e  d i s L i n g n i i s h e d .

This information cones pr imari ly f rom LrDAR imagery. which can readify
d- is lrnguish Lhe density oI the foresL and iLs heighE. As you know,
LIDAR can del iver 12- ioch resolut iof l  but these images are averaged so
Ehat actual resolutsion is abouts 82 feet.

This means that the map has, in effect,  a gr id of 82-fooE squares,
within which a computer averaged. lhe veg density and height and placed
t h a  s d r e r e  i n r d  6 n a  d f  t h a  5  c o v e r  c f a s s e s .  E a c h  c l a s s - c o f o r e d
'pixel '  appears on the map as a t iny square with i ts owrr color-

I f  a single forest t ract covers, say, f ive acres i t  produces some 32
o f  E h e s e  I i E ! . l e  c o l o r e d  s q u a r e s  t h a t  a p p e a r  o n  L h e  m a p  a s  a  s i n g l e
pofygon. This process has generated a large number of var iously
colored polygons on the Kitsap Peninsufa map; quite impresslve -  some
Landsat images are also used to ident i fy grass/forb/bare 1and6, and
this too is not c lose resolut ion, as mentioned in my let ter.

As always in such maps, smal l  wet lands are not afways spotEed.


