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Re: Geologic Hazard Areas

Dear . l rm:

My geology major happened long
your 19 November meeting. So

a q o  a n d  l ' l L  m i s s  L h e  l a L t e l  p a - a E  o f

T ' 1 - 1  c o m m e n E  h e r e  a b o u !  g e o l o g L c  l _ a 7 . r d

The Krng County treatment ( their  BAS Chapter 5) looks good Ehough i t  s

vir tual iy .racant of numbers and iLs f i t  c i ts are ancient and seem Eo

fi" t  ref l rences to some good things done recenLly by DoE' DNR and

otshers, per iraining specif icaffy tso PuqeE Sound'

King County refers (page 5-13) Lo a (cal l fornla) t ree that t ranspired

o-. i  roo gi t lons in a day. rhat doesn't  happen in wlnter when we want

to oet r ia of stormwater.  Trees, shrubs and grass go so quiescent

ner!  tnat evapotranspirat ion decl ines as much as 99 percent- Too'

f i i t 'g"t .a;  q 'rass ty;rcatty- does betsEer than forests,  because of the

I o r m e i ' s  h - q h e r  p Y i m a r y  p r  o d l r c E r v r l  )

t  k r e w  W a f r  M e g a h a ' l ,  m e n E r o n e d  o n  p .  5  l  r e l a E ' L v e  - E o , v e g e E a L i o n  a n d

slope slabi l i t t , .  His rdaho Bathol i th work invofved highly eroslve'

i "g ' ; i "g ."r /"g. i i  soi ls immensefy suscepLible. Lo surface. erosion/ vastfy

ai i ierent f rom our compressed Lr l fs and h19h water Eables T don't

Ehink he ever.  met a ! . ree perched on a saturated soi l  above hardpan'

a l l  a t s  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  b l u f f .

In fact I  bel ieve tshat doctr ine and dogma of resource conservat ion

around Puge! sound have regular ly ignored tswo.key factors: our ElqjdE

soifs and our cl imat ic propensity f-r  vegecat ion; we can' t  keep the

sEuff  f rom grouing. Whlch relates to erosion hazards We haven t

iound any oi  t t re intand tsfand, aside from construct ion si tes-

The King counEy coverage of r i ] l  erosion is certainly apt,  buL our

Lime fo; that was long-ago. hdeed the erosion concern may be beaEing

a a""a frots".  I  susp6ct-there were Ehree periods in Bainbridge

history when erosion v/as prevafent.  one was the 1870s and 80s'  wfren

l"q'gi"g ""a burning reach;d almost everywhere -  Another uas Lhe era of

si i i lp iat t"ning whei everybody had I ivestock and. overgrazed pastures

were' the not. l  rhe tnir i l  was tshe t ime of strawberry farms when much

oi in.  i=l" t ta nas kept clear for berry cul ture, with long rows of bare

soi l  exposed co wrncer ra].ns. with Lhe berry farms invaded by woods'

si . . .  l ,1t t=.,  ! .he rsfand's staff  forester,  has est imated thatr  hal f  Ehe

islanal is now wooded. Except for Lhe extensive berry farming'

K i t s s a p ' s  h l s E o r y  s e e m s  s i m i f a r .  r n  a n y  c a s e ,  E h e  m o s E  e f f e c t i v e


