
C
lear C

reek T
rail S

ystem M
ap and Points of Interest

T
he follow

ing points of interest are 
identified along the C

lear C
reek 

Trail by a green m
arker w

ith their 
corresponding num

ber.

1 	
In 1841, C

aptain W
ilkes of the 

U
.S. N

avy sailed through a nar-
row

 channel from
 Puget Sound 

into a large bay as part of his 
exploration. H

e nam
ed the bay 

D
yes Inlet after the expedition’s 

assistant taxiderm
ist, W

. W
. D

yes.

2	
T

he “m
osquito fleet” began fer-

rying passengers and goods from
 

points on Puget Sound in 1853. 
In the m

id-1880s, steam
er boats 

began m
aking trips to Seattle 

from
 the Kitsap area. By 1900, 

the sloop “Telka” left Silverdale 
once a w

eek for Seattle.

3
	

W
atch for belted kingfishers, 

great blue herons, bald eagles 
and osprey fishing in the rich, 
shallow

 w
ater near the estuary. 

You m
ay see an osprey hover-

ing 40-60’ up before diving feet 
first to capture its prey, or the 
tall, w

ading great blue heron take 
off in flight w

ith slow
, pow

erful 
w

ingspan of up to 6’.

4	
O

ld M
ill Park. In the late 1800s, 

valley settlers beached and 
stored their dinghies along this 
area. In 1909, A

nders N
ilson m

ay 
have used this site as a dog-
fish oil-processing site. A

round 
1955, the property ow

ners, the 
W

estfall-Schneebeck Lum
ber 

C
om

pany, installed a G
erm

an-
m

ade m
ill w

hich can be seen 
today.

5	
A

t the SE end of the estuary, 
look for the culvert installed 
decades ago to allow

 the creek 
to drain and the tide to flow

 
into the estuary. In the future, 
the narrow

, insufficient culvert is 
expected to be replaced w

ith a 
larger one. T

he original Bucklin 
H

ill R
oad bridge w

as probably 
built in 1907 by C

. H
. Brandlein, 

w
ho grazed cattle on his 40-acre 

site N
E of Bucklin H

ill.

6	
Sources provide tw

o nam
es used 

by the Suquam
ish to refer to 

C
lear C

reek: D
uw

e’iq, m
eaning 

“m
outh of a creek w

ay back in 
a pocket” (roughly w

here the 
creek em

pties into the estuary), 
and Sa’qad, m

eaning “spear it,” 
w

hich refers to the cam
ping 

ground at the m
outh of the 

creek, the creek itself and all of 
D

yes Inlet.  T
he area w

as good 
habitat for silver salm

on, oysters, 
clam

s, huckleberries and deer.

7	
Levin R

oad w
as part of a m

uch 
longer north-south territorial 
road reaching to north Kitsap 
C

ounty. Portions still exist, includ-
ing a section of Schold R

oad. T
he 

nam
e “Levin” com

es from
 early 

C
lear C

reek valley settler John 
Levine. T

he road ran through his 
hom

estead in the valley.

8	
It w

as necessary for this foot 
bridge to be 120’ long to ac-
com

m
odate the “100-year flood 

plain.” C
lear C

reek is know
n 

to flood its banks frequently. Its 
location in the Puget Low

lands, 
as w

ell as present day develop-
m

ent, contribute to this trend. In 
1858, the G

eneral Land O
ffice 

survey m
ap show

s the area as a 
floodplain or “w

et bottom
 land.”

9	
T

he C
lear C

reek Ponds.  T
his is 

a “w
orking” part of the creek 

w
atershed, w

here the w
etland 

com
m

unity occasionally receives 
floodw

aters and sedim
ents w

hen 
the creek overflow

s. A
s the w

a-
ter gradually returns w

ithin the 
stream

 banks, the sedim
ents stay 

trapped behind and leave our 
creek once again clear.

10	T
his forested w

etland rising 
east up to R

idgetop acts like a 
giant garden soaker hose slow

ly 
releasing last season’s rainw

ater 
into C

lear C
reek. C

om
m

on in a 
forested w

etland are rhododen-
dron, skunk cabbage, salm

onberry, 
red osier dogw

ood, w
estern cedar, 

false lily of the valley and salix w
il-

low
.

11	
Looking w

est, north and south, 
you can see the valley, its sur-
rounding w

atershed, D
yes Inlet, 

the O
lym

pic M
ountains and often 

a fine sunset. T
he north-south 

orientation of the valley, m
ost of 

Kitsap and the Puget Sound Basin 
is evidence of the last glacial ad-
vance som

e 12,000-14,000 years 
ago.

12	
T

his property, ow
ned by H

ar-
rison H

ospital, is a good exam
ple 

of a m
anaged forest, w

here selec-
tive tree thinning has prom

oted a 
healthier stand of trees. C

om
pet-

ing understory is usually cleared 
out. Kitsap has m

any m
anaged 

forests ow
ned by businesses, 

school districts and governm
ent.

13	
C

attails are a fam
iliar w

etland 
plant, but their ecological and 
w

ildlife value often not appreci-
ated. N

ative tribes ate them
, 

favored them
 for w

eaving and 
used their soft dow

n to cushion 
diapers and line cradles. Second 
to the cedar tree in im

portance 
to early Suquam

ish, the tall plant 
is also a useful species for w

et-
lands m

itigation, restoration and 
pollution control.

14	
In the 1850s, W

illiam
 Littlew

ood 
held a governm

ent contract to 
keep a trail open from

 M
a-

nette Point to Seabeck. Logging 
began around D

yes Inlet and 
progressed along other routes 
eventually deforesting the valley. 
Logging w

as the m
ajor industry 

in the area until the 1880s.

15	
In 1880, A

.J. Schold arrived and 
built his hom

estead in the C
lear 

C
reek Valley. Later, his w

ife, H
an-

nah and their children arrived. 
T

he first night in their new
 hom

e 
included a how

ling storm
. T

he 
next day, surprised at the clarity 
of the w

ater after the storm
, 

H
annah nam

ed it C
lear C

reek.

16	
M

any farm
ers in the val-

ley raised chickens because 
they did not need to rem

ove 
tree stum

ps left behind from
 

decades of logging. O
thers 

established dairy farm
s. By the 

early 1900s, m
ilk, chicken and 

egg production w
ere m

ajor 
industries. By the 1930s, Silver-
dale w

as shipping 50,000 cases 
of eggs and 62,000 chickens a 
year.
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