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Kitsap County Council for Human Rights 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021, 6:30-8 PM Meeting 
 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86039566803  Meeting ID: 860 3956 6803  By phone: 253-215-8782 
 

The Mission of the Kitsap County Council for Human Rights is twofold:  
1. To advise county government and Kitsap County community on issues related to discrimination, 

violence and harassment based on race or national origin, religion, age, gender, gender expression, 
sexual orientation, disability, or economic status, and 

2. To promote equitable treatment of all people and reduce prejudice through education, resource 
referrals, and advocacy. 

Attendance:    P – present    T – present by technology     E – absent excused    U – absent unexcused 

? Name Position* ? Name Position* 
P Annie Forsman Adams D1 – P1 E Heather Moritz D3 – P1 
P Erin Lanum, Secretary D1 – P2 P Darrell Thomas D3 – P2 
P Dionne Deschenne, Chair D1 – P3 P Elizabeth Holmes D3 – P3 
P Jim Cash D1 – P4  Vacant D3 – P4 
P Beth Barron D2 – P1 E Teresa Swope At-large 
 Vacant D2 – P2 E Marcie Mathis At-large 
 Vacant D2 – P3 P Susie Beil, Vice Chair At-large 
E Christina Barone D2 – P4 P Rebecca Pirtle County 

Admin. 
*Note on Positions: Commissioner for District 1 Rob Gelder; District 2 Charlotte Garrido; District 3 Ed Wolfe. 
 

Guests in attendance: Katherine Landry  
 

1) Call to Order @ 6:31pm 
 
2) Approved Agenda – Jim motioned, Susie seconded, passed unanimously  
 
3) Land Acknowledgement Statement – read by Susie 
 
4) Group Agreements – read by Dionne 
 
5) Centering moment – Beth provided a reading “My Inside Voice” and an exercise of sharing our “big love” 
headline, or what newspaper headline we could come up with about our lives that day that focused on a 
loving viewpoint. 

o Who will provide for next month?  Annie 
 
6) Approval of Minutes from previous meeting – Beth motioned, Jim seconded, passed unanimously  
 
7) Guest introductions, comments, or announcements (three minutes each) –  
 Katherine Landry, an employee of Catholic Community Services working in Family Behavioral Health and 

on their initiative called “EPIC”, or Empowering People Inspiring Change, joined the meeting in order to 
connect with local organizations and compile information/resources for their program and the families they 
work with. They provide in-home care and are trying to address a variety of barriers and fill in gaps 
identified via their efforts to provide comprehensive, wrap-around care. Councilors agreed to send her 
more resources and Susie shared about the upcoming Conference and the request for proposals.  

 
8) Council Member introductions and information regarding the other work that we each do –  
 Newly appointed Councilor Annie Forsman Adams introduced herself and shared a bit about her 

professional and personal life. Annie is Suquamish Tribal member and is the Policy Analyst for WA State’s 
first Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) taskforce, at the Attorney General’s Office. She is 
finishing up her graduate thesis at Seattle University on violence against indigenous women and how 
media covers homicides. Annie has an extensive background in working with Native domestic violence 
and has worked in both the non-profit and public sector. She has a new puppy that we all want to meet.  

 
9) Old Business 
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o Bremerton Race and Equity Advisory Committee meeting attendance – Jim, Marcie, and 
Rebecca attended the October 14th meeting. Instead of there being discussion about what each 
organization is working on, it was a simple introduction where the KCCHR mission and vision was 
shared as well as information on the Annual Conference. Though it wasn’t what we were expecting, 
we trust that future meetings may yield more collaboration as Bremerton Race and Equity Advisory 
Committee matures, as they are a newly formed committee. Airen Lydick of Bremerton REAC 
(former KCCHR council member) shared that he may have a couple of workshop proposals for this 
years’ Annual Conference. Michael Goodnow (Vice-Chair) seems to be our main point of contact and 
was interested in the Conference.  
 

o Future meetings – when to resume in-person and location when we do  
Rebecca has a list of potential places, but most are not open yet to taking reservations and we want 
a location that is free of charge. We are not at the point yet to resume in-person meetings but will 
look for somewhere in Central Kitsap when it is time. 
 

o Statement RE shelter in Port Orchard – Beth is still willing to draft a statement with information 
provided by Rebecca and Jim and provide it to the Council for review. Jim has a conflict of interest so 
will not be participating in the drafting of the statement but is willing to be a resource for data only. 
Rebecca shared that there will be two public listening sessions, one on November 30 and the other 
on December 2, to inform the public about the Shelter.  

 
11) Committee and Forum Planning Reports  

o Conference Committee 
Susie shared the rough program, with the morning consisting of introductions, a group 
panel/discussion with experts, and then workshops (6-8) in the afternoon, including a mock Circle.  
Darrell is meeting with Sue Miglino from the Dispute Resolution Center of Kitsap to discuss the 
Circles workshop and will reach out to people about transformative justice conversations. The top 
need right now is getting the word out on our Call for Proposals and nominations for the Linda 
Gabriel awards. Elizabeth shared that Kitsap Mental Health may submit a proposal for a presentation 
about how behavioral health integrates with the criminal justice system and discuss barriers. The 
next Committee meeting is November 2 from 6:30-8:00pm and everyone is encouraged to attend. 
Rebecca has sent out emails to various entities sharing our call-for-proposals and reminded 
everyone how important it is for us all to be sharing and participating in outreach for this annual 
event. Dionne suggested that a piece can be written up for the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe’s 
newsletter and wondered if Annie and Darrell could see about doing that for the Suquamish Tribe’s 
equivalent.  
 

o Report Committee – Did not meet this month. On pause to focus on the Conference.  
 

o Outreach Committee – Elizabeth is working on updating the Timeline (of human rights violations 
and successes in Kitsap). She has updated the format and included more between 2014 and the 
present. She will add the Port Madison Dialogues and look for specific date of the founding of Kitsap 
Pride and Kitsap PFLAG. She discovered there has been recent incidents of hate crimes. Dionne 
suggested including the formation of the MMIW position in the AG’s Office and wondered if Lydia 
Sigo at the Suquamish Museum could provide other resources.  

 
12) New Business –  1) Erin shared about attending the recent Democracy School hosted by the 
Snohomish County Community Rights and put on by the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund 
(CELDF), and wondered if the Council might be interested in hosting Kai Huschke of CELDF to discuss 
Democracy School and suggested it could be a forum concept. Jim wondered if we should do a forum and 
then host a full Democracy School. Rebecca said it would need to be reviewed by her/the County and 
wondered if it is free. Dionne shared that CELDF is a non-profit and that it is $50 for 10 hours of class. Erin 
thinks that it is not appropriate for our Conference theme (as someone suggested it could be a Conference 
workshop) and that even if it is reviewed and not appropriate for the Council to host, it is something that 
individuals may want to check out.  
2) Susie was appointed by KCCHR to attend Kitsap ERACE Coalition meetings and was wondering if the 
members of the current Council want to hear updates from those meetings periodically, and if anyone else is 
interested or willing to be a liaison too and attend those meetings. Rebecca said that the Council’s 
relationship with Kitsap ERACE Coalition is different from that of other organizations as the Council voted to 
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enroll as a member of the Kitsap ERACE Coalition and appointed the liaison. Susie will keep the Council 
updated. She shared that Dr. Erin Prince, Superintendent of the Central Kitsap School District, came to the 
most recent meeting to talk about what they are doing for equity in the CKSD. CKSD has an interim equity 
director but are looking nationally for a permanent hire.  
 
13) Next meeting: via Zoom at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, November 16  
 
14) Adjourned @ 7:52pm
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