
How do we measure the impact of Clean Water Kitsap’s (CWK) 
programs and restoration projects? How do we know if our 
streams and beaches are clean and safe for us to use? CWK 
partners take a multi-pronged approach to measuring and 
ensuring that you have the information necessary to do your 
part in helping to prevent water pollution. Below are a few of 
the ways CWK assesses the health of our water.

Clean Water, Healthy People
Contamination from human or animal waste can make people sick. 
The Pollution Identification and Correction (PIC) program through 
Kitsap Public Health District (KPHD) helps neighborhoods stay healthy 
by cleaning up fecal pollution in local lakes, streams and beaches.

KPHD monitors 71 streams monthly to look for health threats. Popular 
recreational lakes are sampled bi-weekly during summer months. KPHD uses 
collected data to look at long-term trends and prioritize a list of the most polluted water bodies. Staff work to find 
and fix fecal pollution using an education-first approach. This includes conducting septic system inspections and 
educational visits in priority areas.

Measure Flows, Reduce Flooding
You can’t manage what you don’t measure. Kitsap Public Utility District’s (KPUD) monitoring program provides 
an informed approach to planning and installing projects for water quality, flow control and fish passage. KPUD 
maintains 16 telemetered rain gauges, including five  at county facilities.  This live data allows for instant rainfall 
analysis and alerts. KPUD also measures stream flow across the county at 29 monitoring sites, including nine  sites 
for CWK. Stream flows provide insights to the effectiveness of stormwater management actions and provides data 
for countywide water resource studies. 

Monitor Progress, Measure Impacts
Monitoring watershed health and stormwater projects tells us the benefits of our investments. Kitsap County Public 
Works (KCPW) conducts long-term monitoring to provide a basis of existing watershed health and trends into 
the future. Some of the elements of the monitoring program include testing new facilities for performance, and 
conducting studies to evaluate the effectiveness of key drainage basins. The program also includes field sampling of 
51 sites for stream bugs and an amphibian monitoring program at stormwater ponds.

Kitsap’s miles of streams, lakes and shorelines make it a special place to call home. We monitor the health of streams 
and measure the effectiveness of our programs to preserve our valuable resources for future generations.
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5 organizations working together

Kitsap is no stranger to rain water – we see 44 inches 
of rain, on average per year. Sometimes, homeowners 
need solutions for how to handle all that water! In 
2022, WSU, in coordination with CWK partners offered 
three Drainage Sense Pro workshops to professionals 
who see drainage issues on private property.

In 2022, 113 professionals attended three webinars. 
The webinars focused on practical tips on solving 
drainage issues.

The series concluded with an in-person field trip, 
attended by 11 people, to Kitsap Conservation District 
(KCD). Attendees could see low impact solutions 
in action. In a post-event survey, the majority of 
respondents said they would share something they 
learned with others.

Drainage Sense Pro Workshops 

Thank you for offering an 
excellent presentation – it was 
well worth my time to attend.

Kitsap County Public Works 
Stormwater System Construction, 
Maintenance/Repair, Watershed Health 
Monitoring, Public Education 
Learn more: kitsapgov.com/pw
 
Kitsap Public Health District 
Septic System Information, Shellfish 
and Swimming Advisories, Public 
Health Water Quality Monitoring 
Learn more: kitsappublichealth.org
 

Kitsap Conservation District
Farm Management, Rain Gardens, 
Backyard Habitat Grants 
Learn more: kitsapcd.org
 
 
Washington State University 
Kitsap County Extension
Stream Stewards, Master Gardeners
Learn more: extension.wsu.edu/kitsap

Kitsap Public Utility District
Measure rainfall, streamflow and 
aquifer levels across the county
Learn more: kpud.org

— 2022 Drainage Sense Pro Attendee

http://kitsapgov.com/pw
https://kitsappublichealth.org/
http://kitsapcd.org
http://extension.wsu.edu/kitsap 
https://www.kpud.org/


Many may not make the connection between pet 
waste and water pollution. Rain carries bacteria and 
parasites from un-scooped pet waste into storm 
drains and eventually into streams and shorelines. 
That’s where the Mutt Mitt program comes in. 
Established in 2006, the Mutt Mitt program began 
as a pilot project in response to bacterial pollution 
beach closures in Indianola.  Excess dog waste was 
suspected to be the cause.

Since that time, the Mutt Mitt program has become a 
signature campaign for Kitsap County. The program 
has distributed 624 pet waste bag stations. In 
2022, Kitsap County along with partner cities and 
community sponsors distributed 1.3 million pet waste 
bags. That’s a reduction of 218 tons of pet waste into 
local waterways. That’s the equivalent of 30 elephants!

Small actions like picking up pet waste add up to 
make a positive impact on health and water quality.

5 organizations working together

Kitsap property owners work with stream restoration 
experts through KCD’s Backyard Habitat program to 
stabilize streams, improve fish and wildlife habitat 
and reduce erosion. Last year, two families that live 
on Seabeck Creek restored three acres of streamside 
habitat, upstream of Seabeck Creek Estuary. The 
estuary provides local coho, chum, and steelhead 
populations with valuable ecosystem benefits, giving 
young fish a chance to survive into adulthood as 
they adapt to saltwater. 

After invasive weeds were removed 
from the project site, 20 habitat logs 
were added to the stream and over 3,300 
native trees and shrubs were planted. The 
logs provide pools that will provide shade 
as well as hiding places from predators. 
Once established, the riparian plantings 
will improve water quality, provide 
cover, habitat complexity, as 
well as improve terrestrial 
and aquatic interactions.   

Watch the fish 
relocation before the 
start of construction: 
https://youtu.be/AmYiOqDldDM

Restoring and rehabilitating 
habitat and streams 

Picking it up for Puget Sound

2022 Project Highlights 
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Find out what your Clean Water Kitsap partners can do for you. 
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rain gardens 
installed 40

which will treat and infiltrate over 
2.18 million gallons of water each year

168 Septic Sense attendees
29 on-site visit requests

7Salmon Tours 
sites to watch 
salmon return 
home to spawn

unique visitors to 
kitsapsalmontours.org

3,314

of pet waste picked up that 
did not enter our waterways

218 tons 

trees and shrubs 
planted6,662 

on 7.4 
acres of 
streambanks

6 Backyard Habitat projects and 

25 installed habitat logs,
which improve stream health

http://www.cleanwaterkitsap.org

