
Tour a treatment plant! Guided tours are available for 
schools, groups and individuals.

Upgrades to Pump Station 67 in Keyport are scheduled 
for completion in October 2016  

Residents in Manchester gather to discuss extending 
sewers along Colchester Drive

Kitsap County Public Works | Sewer Utility

NEWSLETTER Summer 2016

REQUEST A TOUR OR 
CLASSROOM LESSON AT 
KITSAPGOV.COM/PW/ED.HTM

600 students
in Kitsap County participated in 
Sewer Utility treatment plant tours 
and presentations in the 
2015-16 school year

Students at Silverdale Elementary conduct an experiment on “flushability”

THE HYPE ABOUT 
FLUSHABLE WIPES

As your Sewer Utility, we want to keep you informed about products that can 
help or harm your pipes and our sewer infrastructure. We maintain that the 
only product safe to flush down a toilet is toilet paper. But you may have heard 
different information from manufacturers of “flushable” wipes, touting new 
technology that makes their products safe for sewer and septic systems. 

A major manufacturer conducted tests on their flushable wipes and produced an 
online video demonstrating how they are safe to use. The data is presented in 
a way to convince consumers these products do not clog pipes. Our opinion is 
these claims do not back up – but your toilet might.

The online video demonstrates how flushable wipes will break down when 
agitated in water. After 30 minutes, the wipes begin to break down. Within 
three hours, the wipes are dispersed into fibers. However, in practical use, wipes 
will only be agitated this way for the amount of time it takes to flush a toilet, 
which is less than a minute. Once a flushable wipe enters sewer pipes, it will 
possibly reach a pump station and get stuck there within 30-40 minutes, much 
less than the three hours the wipes will take to disperse. 

Sewer systems across the country have increased maintenance costs due to 
issues with flushable wipes. Please help us keep costs down by disposing of 
these products in the trash can. When it comes to flushable wipes, don’t believe 
the hype!



Central Kitsap Treatment Plant (CKTP) was featured in the June episode of 
the Inside Report, a monthly news magazine produced by Kitsap County and 
BKAT. The eight-minute segment features upgrades that were part of the CKTP 
Resource and Recovery Project completed in earlier this year.

Improvements made as part of this project allow for more efficient operations 
and reuse of products previously going to waste. For example, methane 
produced as part of the treatment process is now recycled into energy to power 
the plant. And tertiary treatment of the water via sand filtration will allow it to 
be recycled for beneficial uses such as irrigation.

CKTP began operating in 1979 as a conventional activated sludge – secondary 
treatment facility. It provides wastewater treatment for Silverdale, Keyport, the 
Central Kitsap area, the Bangor Naval Base and Naval Undersea Warfare Center, 
and the City of Poulsbo. The CKTP Resource and Recovery project upgrades are 
designed to help meet the wastewater infrastructure needs for Central Kitsap 
over the next 20 years.

View episodes of the Inside Report at https://vimeo.com/kitsap/videos.
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CKTP FEATURED ON THE INSIDE REPORT

Education and Outreach Coordinator Lisa Horanyi 
and Plant Operations Supervisor Rich Neal discuss 
the aeration process at CKTP

CENTRAL KITSAP SEWER UPGRADES
Upgrades to several pump stations and their associated pipelines are underway in 
Central Kitsap. The project will increase forcemain and gravity piping capacity for 
each pump station in Silverdale and East Bremerton Urban Growth Areas.

Pipeline installation along NE Old Military Road is scheduled to end in September. 
The next section of the project will replace a portion of gravity pipe along Silverdale 
Way north of Highway 303. Silverdale Way construction will take place from 
September to November and should have minimal impact on traffic.

Construction starts again in 
January near the intersection 
of Wheaton Way and John 
Carlson Road. The Sewer 
Utility will contact residents in 
the area prior to construction. A public meeting will be held with information on 
the construction schedule and expected traffic delays.

More information on this and other Sewer Utility Capital Projects is available at 
www.kitsapgov.com/ww.

Forcemain and coupling installation on 
Old Military Road

A skilled excavator works around existing utilities 
both above and below ground on Opal Court


