
These unassuming structures don’t get much notice, but they are the driving 
force behind our sewer infrastructure. Approximately 60 pump stations 
throughout Kitsap County help your wastewater travel to treatment plants in 
Kingston, Suquamish, Manchester, and Central Kitsap.

Why do we need pump stations? Most sewer pipes depend on gravity to move 
wastewater to its destination – it’s the most reliable way to move water, and no 
energy costs are involved. However, water can only flow downhill so far with our 
terrain before it needs to go back uphill. Sewage pump stations are necessary in 
low-lying areas to lift the wastewater and move it through the sewer system.

Each pump station 
is equipped with a 
wet well, electrical 
components, and two 
or more pumps. Once 
wastewater reaches a 
certain level in the wet 
well, sensors signal 
the pump to turn on 
to lift the wastewater 
up into a pressurized 
pipe. Wastewater that 
leaves your home may 
stop at several pump 
stations before reaching a 
treatment plant.

Sewer Utility crews are on call 24/7 to keep our pump stations in good working 
order. Stations are equipped with backup generators to handle power outages and 
telemetry systems to alert crews if there is a problem. 

You can help by properly disposing of items that cause clogs in the pumps such 
as F.O.G. (fats, oils and grease) and wipes (even “flushable” ones). These are 
common culprits that cause clogs, which can result in overflows and additional 
manhours.

Your Sewer Utility is committed to being a good neighbor by keeping noise 
and sewage odors under control. Every pump station upgrade provides the 
opportunity to install more efficient and different technology to minimize noise 
and odors. If you suspect an odor is coming from a pump station near you, call 
Kitsap1 at 360.337.5777.

Is there a pump station in your neighborhood? Locations of all Kitsap County 
sewer infrastructure is available using the Parcel Search app at KitsapGov.com. 

Think before you flush! Wipes and other fibrous 
items clog sewage pumps.

Pump Station 3 in Silverdale Waterfront Park is 
slated for upgrades in the next few years.

Pump Station 67 receives wastewater from Keyport 
and the City of Poulsbo.
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PUMP STATIONS IN YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD

One conceptual idea for Pump Station 3 (Silverdale) will 
blend into the surroundings at Waterfront Park 

(Drawing by RH2 Engineers) 
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1.5
of energy used in 2016 to 
power Kitsap County sewage 
pump stations
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Sewer Utility customers will see a 3% increase in rate in January 
2018. Due to the bimonthly billing cycle, some customers will 
receive a bill with 2017 and 2018 rates combined. Sewer rates 
for Kitsap County are projected based on a 20-year planning 
horizon. Rates are set on a five-year schedule, 2016-2020, 
Resolution 174-2015, approved by the Kitsap County Board of 
Commissioners. 

County Code 13.14.080 mandates monthly sewer fees to cover 
the maintenance, operation and replacement of sewer systems. 
Washington State law RCW 36.94.140 requires sewer utilities to 
charge customers an amount that will cover any debt, operational 
expenses and maintenance costs.

Construction to upgrade several pump stations and pipelines in Central 
Kitsap is nearing completion. This project upgraded pump station 
components in Pump Stations 1 and 6; constructed new buildings to 
replace Pump Stations 8 and 18; removed Pump Station 38; and increased 
forcemain and gravity piping capacity in Silverdale and East Bremerton 
Urban Growth Areas. Pipeline work was completed in 2017. All upgraded 
and new pump stations should be online by Spring of 2018.

In Manchester, construction is ongoing to remove three pump stations 
from the shoreline and build new stations at the end of East Daniels Loop, 
East Caraway Road, and East Hemlock Street. Gravity pipe along the beach 
between the pump stations is being upgraded as well. New pump stations 
are designed to blend in with the residential area and raised above the 100-
year flood elevation to meet current regulations. Estimated completion is 
November 2018.

Another project in Manchester will extend sewer service along Colchester Avenue and Yukon Harbor Drive and install a forcemain and 
pump station. The Washington State Department of Ecology provided a Centennial Clean Water Grant in the amount of $4,563,348 
and $432,000 in loans to fund this project. Estimated completion is December 2018.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

OUTSTANDING TREATMENT PLANT AWARDS
Two Kitsap County wastewater treatment facilities were recognized for “Wastewater Treatment Plant Outstanding Performance” in 2016 
by the Washington State Department of Ecology.

Central Kitsap Treatment Plant in Brownsville and Manchester Treatment Plant were among 108 out of approximately 300 wastewater 
treatment facilities statewide that received the award. Manchester Treatment Plant received the award for the 22nd consecutive year. It is 
the only wastewater treatment plant in Washington to receive the award since its inception 
in 1995. 

“It takes diligent operators and a strong management team, working effectively together, to achieve this high level of compliance,” stated 
Heather R. Bartlett, Water Quality Program Manager for the Department of Ecology. “It is not easy to operate a wastewater treatment 
plant 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, without violations.”

The Department of Ecology evaluates wastewater treatment plants for compliance with discharge limits, monitoring and reporting, 
spill prevention, and other water quality permit requirements. Treatment plants recognized for outstanding performance must meet 
compliance with no permit violations.

View of Mt. Rainier at Pump Station 45 construction site
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