
 
Washington State Law now reads as follows making it illegal to charge a “Finder’s Fee” 
of more than 5% of the value of the property found.   
RCW 63.29.350 – as amended 2010 
1) It is unlawful for any person to seek or receive from any person or contract with any person 
for any fee or compensation for locating or purporting to locate any property which he knows has 
been reported or paid or delivered to the department of revenue pursuant to this chapter, or 
funds held by a county that are proceeds from a foreclosure for delinquent property taxes, 
assessments, or other liens, or, funds that are otherwise held by a county because of a person's 
failure to claim funds held as reimbursement for unowed taxes, fees, or other government 
charges, in excess of five percent of the value thereof returned to such owner. Any person 
violating this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than the amount of 
the fee or charge he has sought or received or contracted for, and not more than ten times such 
amount, or imprisoned for not more than thirty days, or both. 
 
(2) The legislature finds that the practices covered by this section are matters vitally affecting the 
public interest for the purpose of applying the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW.  
Any violation of this section is not reasonable in relation to the development and preservation of 
business. It is an unfair or deceptive act in trade or commerce and an unfair method of 
competition for the purpose of applying the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW. 
Remedies provided by chapter 19.86 RCW are cumulative and not exclusive. 
 
The county treasurer is required to remit funds only to the record owner of the property. 
RCW 84.64.080 (in part) 
Foreclosure proceedings — Judgment — Sale — Notice — Form of deed — Recording. 
 
…………….If the highest amount bid for any such separate unit tract or lot is in excess of the 
minimum bid due upon the whole property included in the certificate of delinquency, the excess 
shall be refunded following payment of all recorded water-sewer district liens, on application 
therefor, to the record owner of the property. The record owner of the property is the person who 
held title on the date of issuance of the certificate of delinquency. Assignments of interests, 
deeds, or other documents executed or recorded after filing the certificate of delinquency shall 
not affect the payment of excess funds to the record owner. In the event no claim for the excess 
is received by the county treasurer within three years after the date of the sale he or she shall at 
expiration of the three year period deposit such excess in the current expense fund of the county 
which shall extinguish all claims by any owner to the excess funds. The county treasurer shall 
execute to the purchaser of any piece or parcel of land a tax deed. The deed so made by the 
county treasurer, under the official seal of his or her office, shall be recorded in the same 
manner as other conveyances of real property, and shall vest in the grantee, his or her heirs and 
assigns the title to the property therein described, without further acknowledgment or evidence 
of such conveyance, and shall be substantially in the following form: …………………….. 


