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Design Guidelines – Paths & Trails

Road based path

Non-road based path & trails

A hierarchy of path and trail facility types connecting 
communities and providing access to and within parks, open 
space, and communities. 



Design Guidelines – Shared Use Path

“Side Path”
“Shared Use Path”

Both facilities are “Shared Use Paths” but 
have some differences in design and 
“user experience”



Design Guidelines – Paths & Trails



Design Guidelines – Shared Use Path

“…provides a travel area separate from motorized traffic for bicyclists, 
pedestrians, skaters, wheelchair users, joggers, and other users.”

Shared Use Path:

“…are required to be accessible by all users, including those with 
mobility devices and vision disabilities.”

“Encourages bicycling and walking ...”

“…are often located in parks, along rivers, beaches, and in 
greenbelts or utility corridors where there are few conflicts with 
motorized vehicles.”



Design Guidelines – Shared Use Path

• All users – pedestrians, bikes, skaters, wheelchair users, joggers 
• Low Stress – wide path, natural environment, low noise 
• Safety – separated from vehicles
• Accessibility – hard, smooth surface and slope limitations 
• Access – Primary connections to/within communities, parks, & open space



Design Guidelines – Side Path

• All users – pedestrians, bikes, 
skaters, wheelchair users, joggers 

• Lower Stress – (relative to ‘on-
road’ facilities) wide path, 
separated, but road noise 

• Safety – separated from vehicles, 
but vehicle conflicts at driveways

• Accessibility – hard, smooth 
surface but follows slope of road 

• Access – connections to/within 
communities, parks, & open space



Design Guidelines – User Experience

• Lower stress levels for all 
ages, abilities, and mode 
(walking, biking, rolling)

• Increases connectivity, 
access, recreation

“Shared use paths can provide a 
low-stress experience for a 
variety of users using the 
network for transportation or 
recreation.” 



Sample Shared Use Paths
• Clear Creek Trail
• Little Boston
• Sound to Olympics 
• Johnson Parkway
• Whitehorse Trail



Advancing: Shared Use Paths
• System Level Concepts

o Mosquito Fleet Trail
o North-South Spine
o Sound to Olympics (STO) – “String of Pearls”
o Bethel Rd. to Cushman Trail
o Gorst

Sinclair Inlet
o South Parks Connector 



Advancing: Shared Use Paths
• Feasibility Studies/Advanced Analysis

o Miller Bay Road
o STO – “Divide Block”
o STO – Port Gamble
o North STO
o Jarstad 
o Clearcreek Trail – Markwick Extention



Advancing: Shared Use Paths
• Current Design Work

o Port Gamble Segments A, B, & D
o Little Boston extension 

• Private Development
o Arborwood
o Dickie Road



Walk, Bike, & Roll Connections,
Recreation, 

&
Access



Thank You
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